POs-CONFERENCE FIELDTRIP (BETWEEN 23-27th June)
INSTITUTO QUINTA DO SOL & FAZENDA 23 de MARçO
ORGANIZER: Alexine Keuroghlian, WCS-Brasil & Instituto Quinta do Sol (email: akeuroghlian@wcs.org; phone: 55 67 3388-6917.
The first part of this trip will take you to a unique and spectacular part of Brazil: The Pantanal’s surrounding Cerrado Highlands. We will visit a research station that belongs to a local grassroot NGO called “Instituto Quinta do Sol.” There, you will have a chance to learn more about Wildlife Conservation Society-Brasil ’s (WCS Brasil http://programs.wcs.org/brazil/WildPlaces/Pantanal/tabid/4121/language/en-US/Default.aspx) ongoing conservation projects, and see spectacular caves with historic drawings, waterfalls, orchids, and a diversity of native fruits and birds. There are numerous areas on the Maracaju Mountains where you get a spectacular view of the Pantanal floodplain.

The second part of the trip will take you to southern Pantanal, a vast wilderness area in the center of South America, well known for its abundant, diverse, and highly visible wildlife, including capybaras, peccaries, tapirs, caiman, jabiru storks, and hyacinth macaws.  The flat, open landscape consists of a wide range of tropical forest and savanna types, and the largest expanse of tropical wetlands in the World.  You will also experience the cultural part of cattle ranching going horseback riding with the Pantaneiro cowboys.  You will stay at Fazenda 23 de Março, which has a partnership with WCS’s wildlife project.  During this visit, you will also have a chance to observe the local wildlife by horse or foot and enjoy the wetlands landscape.

23 June. Leave Bonito – to Pantanal Highlands.  Arrival by lunch.  In the afternoon, we will visit beautiful waterfalls where you will have a chance to swim and relax.  In the evening, we will present a slide show and a talk about the region’s ecosystem and the WCS program in the region.
24 June. We will explore local caves, and prehistoric designs, walk on trails to monitor fruits and set camera traps, as well as have a chance to help with white-lipped peccary monitoring (radio collared animals).  At lunch time, we will picnic by a beautiful stream.  In the evening we will give another slide show presentation and talk about the various other projects occurring in the region.
25 June.  Breakfast and depart for the southern Pantanal, Fazenda 23 de Março.   Arrive at Lunch time.  Late afternoon, go for a horse ride along a trail.  
26 June.  Full day in the Pantanal, the guest can decide what he/she would like to do during the day. Hiking on trails, photography safari, bird watching, cattle ranching, or horse riding.  At night, we will conduct a night safari.
27 June. Breakfast and depart for Campo Grande.  
TOTAL COST: 5 days/4 nights  = R$ 3140 (ca. USD 1720).
INCLUDES:

- Transfers in and out from the various locations;

- Accommodations and full board;

- Local tours;

- Specialized guides (regional scientists!).
NOT INCLUDED

- Meals during transfers;

- Alcoholic beverages;
- Extras;
- Personal expenses.
