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Background and Rationale
Dysregulation of the autonomic nervous system adversely affects essentially all organ systems and is a major cause of morbidity and mortality in diverse pathological states. Cardiovascular manifestations of autonomic dysregulation include low arterial blood pressure and orthostatic intolerance, hypertension, cardiac arrhythmias, cardiomyopathy, and deterioration of cardiac function following myocardial infarction or other cardiac insults. Autonomic dysregulation may result from genetic abnormalities, injury, environmental stress, disease, aging, or therapeutic interventions. It plays a role in the pathogenesis of numerous chronic disease processes.
Although our understanding of the molecular basis of autonomic nervous system development and function is increasing at a remarkable pace, this knowledge is not being translated to better patient care as quickly as is needed. Recent advances have ignited interest in developing new therapies that target the autonomic nervous system, motivating us to organize this satellite meeting. We believe the meeting will provide the optimal environment to discuss in depth the most recent advances in therapeutic targeting of the autonomic nervous system in autonomic disorders and cardiovascular disease. The range of expertise from autonomic failure to hypotensive disorders to hypertension, heart failure and beyond, and the mix of basic scientists and clinical investigators will maximize interaction and translation. 
Objectives     
The major objectives of this meeting are to: 1) Review and discuss the latest advances in therapeutic targeting of the autonomic nervous system in autonomic disorders and cardiovascular disease; 2) Foster interactions and collaborations between scientists and clinicians interested in a variety of pathological states with diverse autonomic phenotypes; and 3) Stimulate ideas for future research directions and novel therapies for autonomic disorders and cardiovascular diseases.
Overview of Meeting Schedule

Sessions will be organized to encourage interaction and exchange of ideas between investigators working in different disciplines, diseases, and therapeutic approaches. Presentations will cover a range of pathological states; for example, hypertension, dyslipidemia, diabetes, myocardial infarction, heart failure, autonomic failure, autonomic neuropathies, orthostatic hypotension, syncope, and postural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome (POTS). Types of therapies to be discussed include pharmacological agents (e.g., antioxidants, acetylcholinesterase inhibitors, Droxydopa, (-adrenergic receptor blockers, renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system antagonists), device-based therapies (e.g., renal nerve ablation; carotid sinus baroreceptor, vagus nerve, cardiac ganglia, spinal cord, and deep brain stimulation), immunotherapy, stem cell and gene transfer-based therapies, and exercise and other behavioral modifications.
The meeting is scheduled from 8:00am to 5:00pm on Saturday, September 17 and Sunday morning (8:00-11:30am). A reception will follow the scientific sessions on Saturday evening (5:00-7:00pm). Oral presentations will be given by invited speakers and by individuals selected from the submitted abstracts prior to the meeting (including trainees and junior faculty). Sufficient discussion time will be allotted between presentations and after each session. The submitted abstracts will be presented as posters.
Deadlines for early registration (fee = 100 reais) and submission of abstracts are July 15 and August 1, 2011, respectively. Please email abstracts (Word document) to Mark Chapleau (mark-chapleau@uiowa.edu).
To register for the satellite meeting and reserve the hotel please visit the ISAN/AAS meeting website (www.eventus.com.br/isan2011) and follow the link at registration menu. If you need assistance, please email mark-chapleau@uiowa.edu indicating your intention to attend the meeting.
Confirmed Speakers and Session Chairs
Virend Somers, MD, PhD, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA
Wouter Wieling, MD, PhD, Academic Medical Centre, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Kenji Sunagawa, MD, PhD, Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan

Roy Freeman, MD, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA, USA

Satish Raj, MD, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, USA

Horacio Kaufmann, MD, New York University Medical Center, New York City, NY, USA
Frans H.H. Leenen, MD, PhD, FRCPC FAHA, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Canada

Francois Abboud, MD, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA, USA

David Robertson, MD, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, USA

Jens Jordan, MD, Hannover Medical School, Hannover, Germany
Sergio Cravo, PhD, Universidade Federal de São Paulo, São Paulo, SP, Brazil
Mark W. Chapleau, PhD, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA, USA
Michael Joyner, MD, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA

Wolfgang Singer, MD, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA
Qi Fu, MD, PhD, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX, USA

Mikihiko Arikawa, PhD, Kochi Medical School, Kohasu, Oko, Nankoku, Kochi, Japan

Mark E. Dunlap, MD, MetroHealth Med. Ctr., Case Western Reserve Univ., Cleveland, OH, USA

Ronald Schondorf, MD, Jewish General Hospital, Montreal, Canada

Charles M. Welzig, MD, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, SC, USA

Jens Tank, PhD, Hannover Medical School, Hannover, Germany

John P. Horn, PhD, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, USA

Evgeny V. Shlyakhto, MD, PhD, Almazov Federal Heart, Blood & Endocrinology Centre, Saint-Petersburg, Russia
Additional speaker confirmations are expected over the next few weeks.
The meeting is being sponsored by Chelsea Therapeutics, Inc. and Dainippon Sumitomo Pharma Co., Ltd. 
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